Docket No. 217395US-25CIP ^ 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ^cQ 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: Ernesto E. BLANCO 5?2::>^g5 
SEIUALNO: NEW APPLICATION GAU: 
FILED: HEREWITH EXAMINER: 

FOR: SAFETY TROCAR WITH PROGRESSIVE CUTTING TIP GUARDS AND GAS JET TISSUE DEFLECTOR 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE/RELATED CASE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 

Applicant(s) wish to disclose the foUowing infoimation. 
R£F£R£NC£S 

■ The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references cited on the attached form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed references 
are attached, where required, as are either statements of relevancy or any readily available English translations of pertinent 
portions of any non-English language references. Applicant also wishes to make of record the intemational search report 
from a related PCT case intemational application no. PCTAJSOO 17091, intemational filing date of June 22, 2000. 

□ A check is attached in the amoimt required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
RELATED CASES 

□ . Attached is a list of applicant's pending application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be related to the present application. 
A copy of the patent(s), together with a copy of the claims and drawings of die pending application(s) is attached along 
with PTO 1449. 

□ A check is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

□ Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a commxmication from a foreign 
patent ofQce in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made reasonable inquiry, 
was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

■ Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check is enclosed herewith, or credit 
any overpayment to deposit accoimt number 15-QQ3Q . A dupUcate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, spiVAK, McClelland, 

SR & NEUSTADT, P.C. 





itionNo. 25,599 
JaWs D. Hamilton 

22850 Registration No. 28,421 

Tel. (703) 413-3000 
Fax, (703)413-2220 
(OSMMN 10/98) 
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Form PTO 1 449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(Modified) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 

217395US25CIP 


SERIAL NO. 

to be assigned 


APPLICANT 

Ernesto E. BLANCO 


FILING DATE 

herewith 


GROUP 

to be assigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




AA 


1.527.291 


02/24/1925 


ZORRAQUIN 










AB 


2.623,521 


12/30/1952 


SHAW 






o — - 

^LJ ^ 




AC 


2,630.803 


03/10/1953 


BARAN 










AD 


3.039,468 


06/19/1962 


PRICE 






Uji" n 




AE 


3,090,384 


05/21/1963 


BALDWIN, ETAL. 











AF 


3,713,447 


01/30/1973 


ADAIR 










AG 


3,774.604 


11/27/1973 


DANIELSSON 











AH 


3,789,852 


02/05/1974 


KIM, ET AL. 










Al 


4.168.699 


09/25/1979 


HAUSER 










AJ 


4.177,814 


12/11/1979 


KNEPSHIELD. ET AL. 










AK 


4.403.617 


09/13/1983 


TRETINYAK 










AL 


4.431.426 


02/14/1984 


GROSHONG, ET AL. 










AM 


4.491,132 


01/01/1985 


AIKINS 










AN 


4.535.773 


08/20/1985 


YOON 








FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AO 


921554 


04/23/1982 


USSR 


X 






AP 














AO 














AR 














AS 














AT 














AU 














AV 












OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




AW 


Magazine Article from Smart Money, November 2001. entitled The Trouble with Trocars authored by Linda Carroll and 
Alfred Lubrano, pp. 94-102 




AX 


Freiidenheim, Milt, The New York Times. Business Day. The Tiniest. Kindest Cut ofall/Smail Incisions Make Surgeries 
Cheaper, Wednesday. July 10. 1991 




AY 


Shenot. Christine, Investor's Daily. New Surgery: Fasten Cheaper, Less Painful, Monday. September 10. 1990 




A2 


Wtnslow, Ron, The Wall Street Joumal, Eastem Edition, Cutting ^dge: A Tiny TV Camera is Transforming Gallbladder 
Surgery, Vol. CCXVI No. 113, Monday, December 10. 1990 


Examiner 


Date Considered 


*Examiner: Initial if reference is considered, whether or not citation is in confonnance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 

217395US25CIP 


SERIAL NO. 

to be assigned 


APPLICANT 

Ernesto E. BLANCO 


FILING DATE 

herewith 


GROUP 

to be assigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




AA 


4.556,059 


12/03/1985 


ADAMSON. Jr. 










AB 


4,601,710 


07/22/1986 


MOLL 










AC 


4,654,030 


03/31/1987 


MOLL. ET AL. 










AD 


4,747.831 


05/31/1988 


KULLI 










AE 


4.808,168 


02/28/1989 


WARRING 










AF 


4.813,426 


03/21/1989 


HABER. ET AL. 










AG 


4.902.280 


02/20/1990 


LANDER 










AH 


4,906,236 


03/06/1990 


ALBERTS, ET AL. 










Al 


4,922,602 


05/08/1990 


MEHL 










AJ 


4,931.042 


06/05/1990 


HOLMES. ET AL. 










AK 


4,952,207 


08/28/1990 


LEMIEUX 










AL 


5,030.206 


07/09/1991 


LANDER 










AM 


5.066,288 


11/19/1991 


DENIEGA.ET AL. 










AN 


5.104,382 


04/14/1992 


BRINKERHOFF, ETAL. 








FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AO 














AP 














AO 














AR 














AS 














AT 














AU 














AV 












OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




AW 


ETHICON NEWS, Lbss Invasive Surgical Techniques inspire New ETHICON* Products, September/October 1990. Vol. 38. 




AX 


Brehm. Denise. MIT Tech Tatk, New Instrument Aims to Make Endoscopic Surgery Safer, Vol. 44. No. 26, April 5. 2000 




AY 






AZ 




Examiner 


Date Considered 


'Examiner: Initial if reference is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
confomiance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 

217395US25CIP 


SERIAL NO. • 

to be assigned 


APPLICANT 

Ernesto E. BLANCO 


FILING DATE 

herewith 


GROUP 

to be assigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




AA 


5.114.407 


05/19/1992 


BURBANK 










AB 


5,116,353 


05/26/1992 


GREEN 










AC 


5.152,754 


10/06/1992 


PLYLEY, ET AL. 










AD 


5,295.993 


03/22/1994 


GREEN 










AE 


5.318.580 


06/07/1994 


GRESL. JR, 










AF 


5.318.585 


06/07/1994 


GUY. ETAL. 










AG 


5,320.610 


06/14/1994 


YOON 










AH 


5,372,588 


12/13/1994 


FARLEY, ET AL. 










Al 


5.569,160 


10/29/1996 


SAUER. ET AL. 










AJ 


5,882.340 


03/16/1999 


YOON 










AK 


6.030.402 


02/29/2000 


THOMPSON. ET AL. 










AL 
















AM 
















AN 














FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AO 














AP 














AO 














AR 














AS 














AT 














AU 














AV 












OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




AW 






AX 






AY 






AZ 




Examiner 


Date Considered 


^Examiner: Initial if reference is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
confonmance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 
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